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produce practical results. " Is it not true," he de-
manded of d'Alembert, " that electricity and all the
miracles that it reveals have only served to excite
our curiosity ? Is it not true that the forces of at-
traction and gravitation have only astonished our
imagination ? Is it not true that all the operations
of chemistry are in the same case? " Euler himself
had failed to make the fountains at Sans Souci play
successfully, and the King jeered at geometricians
as the very type of the pig-headed. In the cam-
paign of 1778 an officer who trusted his theodolite
in preference to his eye was bidden to go to the
devil with his trigonometry.

None of Frederick's opinions or whims can be
termed unimportant, for his power was so unfettered
that he could embody any of them in acts of State.
The building of the New Palace furnishes a hint of
how great might have been the consequences had he
given rein to a single enthusiasm in the sphere of
>rt. But with this reservation it is in the domain of
statecraft, especially in his system of foreign policy,
mhis economic doctrine, and his theory of the organisa-
tion of the State, that we must seek the true meas-
ure of his mind.

In his conception of the political world and of
Prussia's place in it, acuteness and lack of profundity
are again apparent. The acuteness is indeed im-
paired because of the existence of two political
factors, honesty and women, that Frederick never
understood. The former, it is true, was so rare that
his ignorance of its nature hampered him but little,
save when Augustus frustrated all his plans in 1756,